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elucidation. Sometimes the secretary or the lieu-
tenant-governor himself wants some orders issued
very urgently, and the under-secretary may have a
few hours of hard work, or slavery, if he likes to call
it so. But, as a rule, he has a very pleasant time of
it in his office; and if he keeps his work well in hand,
and does not allow any arrears of bundles to accumu-
late against him, he will discover the value of the
motto " Mihi res non me rebus? and will find little
to interfere with his enjoyment of the social pleasures
of the capital. He may even find time for hunting
and shooting, if such are his tastes. He can ride and
play polo, or he can make his choice between rackets
and lawn-tennis, or cricket when cricket is in season.
The doors of every fashionable house are open to him
if he chooses to leave his card. If he is a good
musician he will be all the more welcome. If he can
dance well he will have no difficulty in finding partners*
At Ms club he becomes a sort of authority, and has
to practice the affectation of being mysterious about
trifles, so as to keep himself in training to baffle incon-
venient questions on official matters of importance*
Whatever social pleasures and amenities life in the
capital of Bengal affords, these are all at the disposal
of the fortunate civilian under-secretary.

"We have hitherto written of the junior officers in the
Civil Service. Promotion in the ordinary course is
regulated principally by seniority. The whole scheme
of the Civil Service in Bengal and in the other pro-